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WELCOME TO 

THE 10 ANNUALTH

2025

VOLUNTEER
AWARDS



Order

5:00pm
Registration & Volunteer Fair

Welcome drinks and a chance to explore the
Volunteer Fair. Connect with local groups and

fellow changemakers.

6:30pm 
Awards Ceremony Part One

We begin the evening’s celebrations with the first
six award categories, recognising incredible

contributions across Merton.

7:30pm 
Dinner is Served

Enjoy a delicious three-course meal and great
conversation with your fellow guests.

8:30pm 
Avanti CIC Community Choir

Let the uplifting sounds of the Avanti Choir inspire
and energise us as we celebrate together.

8:45pm
Awards Ceremony Part Two

The final three award categories will be
announced, more outstanding stories, more well-

deserved recognition!

9:15pm 
Group Photos & Networking

Capture the memories and connect with others. 
( do tag us @mertonconnected & use

#FullOfCivicPride)

9:30pm
Closing Remarks

A final thank you to everyone who gives their time,
heart, and energy to our community.

Depart by 10:00pm

Of

Events



About the
Merton Partnership

Working together for a stronger, fairer borough

The Merton Partnership brings together organisations from all corners of the
borough: public services, schools, charities, local businesses, and community
groups with one shared goal: to make life better for everyone who lives, works,
studies, or volunteers in Merton.

Many of the groups involved are represented here tonight at the Civic Pride
Volunteer Awards, celebrating the incredible impact of local volunteers.

A Shared Commitment to Merton

By working together, the Partnership helps:

Tackle challenges like inequality, health gaps, and climate change
Improve access to services, learning, and job opportunities
Strengthen safety, well-being, and support for families
Create lasting change that reflects what matters to local people

The Merton Community Plan guides this work; a long-term vision shaped by the
voices of residents.

Who’s Involved?

The Merton Partnership includes:
Merton Council; NHS and public health teams; local schools and colleges;
Metropolitan Police; housing providers; faith, voluntary, and community groups;
local businesses and employers.

Why It Matters

Volunteers are at the heart of the Partnership’s vision for a connected, caring, and
resilient community. Together, we are supporting local people to lead change,
recognising the power of community action and making Merton a place where
everyone feels valued.

To learn more about the Merton Partnership, visit:
www.mertonpartnership.org.uk

http://www.mertonpartnership.org/


Welcome to the 10th Annual Merton Partnership Civic Pride Volunteer Awards

For the past decade, we’ve had the privilege of celebrating the people who keep
Merton moving; not for pay, not for recognition, but simply because they care.

Tonight, as we mark ten years of the Civic Pride Awards, we honour those who have
cooked meals, planted gardens, mentored young people, rallied neighbours, run sports
clubs, reduced waste, and quietly kept things running behind the scenes. From long-
standing volunteers to under-25s leading the charge in community and sport, every
nominee reflects the power of people coming together.

We’ll hear about individuals who have dedicated decades to local causes. Volunteer
teams who’ve turned shared passion into lasting impact. Young people finding their
voice through sport and social action. Volunteer managers who guide and support
with care. And local champions advancing sustainability and protecting the green
spaces we all treasure.

So whether you're here as a nominee, a supporter, or a partner, take a moment to feel
proud. Your time, your commitment, and your care make Merton a better place for
everyone.

Enjoy the evening, and thank you for all that you do.

Tony Molloy
CEO of Merton Connected

Welcome
Message



YOUNG VOLUNTEER
TEAM OF THE YEAR

This award recognises a team of three
or more young people who have taken
action to make a difference to the
community and/or lives of residents in
the London Borough of Merton



Based at Canons House and Grounds since September 2024, this
sixth form team has embraced a wide range of volunteering
roles, from hospitality and café service to litter picking, planting,
and supporting community events. With energy, positivity, and a
strong sense of purpose, they’ve not only contributed
meaningfully but also challenged outdated perceptions of
ability. Their work is a powerful reminder of what inclusive,
supported volunteering can achieve.

Merton Youth Parliament is championing youth voice across the
borough. Through borough-wide forums, they’ve made it easier
for young people to share their views and ensured those views
are heard by decision-makers. From meeting with local MPs to
raising civic pride, they are a driving force for change, working to
ensure the next generation is not just seen but listened to.

This inspiring group of young women has led powerful
campaigns on misogyny and gender-based violence, including
support for White Ribbon Day and the Stronger Now Awards.
Their work empowers other young people, especially girls, to
speak up, support one another, and take action. Through their
commitment and courage, they’re helping to build a more
equal future.

YOUNG VOLUNTEER
TEAM OF THE YEAR

This dedicated group of young people gives their time every
other Sunday, come rain or shine. From tree planting and
painting trails to tackling invasive plant species and supporting
events, they consistently show up with enthusiasm and
resilience. Some have been volunteering for years, others travel
long distances or juggle other commitments, but all share a
passion for protecting the parks. They are shining examples of
what young volunteers can achieve.

Urban Rangers (Morden Hall Park)

Merton Youth Parliament

Girls Empowered to Lead - ISN

Cricket Green SEN 6th Form

shortlisted nominees



Young Sports Club
Volunteer of the Year
This award recognises a young volunteer
(aged 25 and under) who plays a vital role
in supporting local sports.

Whether coaching, refereeing, managing
admin, providing first aid, or helping
behind the scenes; they show exceptional
dedication to making sport in Merton safe,
inclusive, and accessible for all.



Elishia is a dedicated, reliable, and thoughtful volunteer who
brings warmth and professionalism to every shift. She listens,
learns, and carries out her role with care, earning the respect of
both colleagues and young people alike. Always polite,
punctual, and helpful, Elishia is not only a valued team member
but a genuinely uplifting presence.

Though still young herself, Aicha plays a vital role in supporting
new judo learners. She patiently teaches the foundations of falls,
rolls, balance, and coordination, which every athlete needs
before learning more advanced techniques. Her dedication, skill,
and generous use of her time make her an invaluable part of the
club and a brilliant mentor to younger players.

Cashmar is a warm, reliable, and genuinely kind presence in the
team. Loved by staff and young people alike, he connects
effortlessly with everyone and brings joy to every session. His
natural empathy, strong work ethic, and ability to take initiative
make him an outstanding role model. With his ever-present smile
and thoughtful approach, Cashmar truly goes the extra mile.

YOUNG SPORTS CLUB
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Karina is a talented young athlete and British Championships
medallist who generously gives her time to teach younger
students the basics of judo. Her passion for the sport shines
through in her coaching, and her clear, friendly communication
helps children grasp even the trickiest techniques. She’s a role
model both on and off the mat.

Karina Gheorghiu

Aicha Nicoletta Romani

Cashmar Douglas

Elishia Forrester

shortlisted nominees



This award recognises an exceptional young
volunteer who shows dedication, resilience,
and a strong commitment to making a
difference.
 
The award is named in honour of Councillor
Maxi Martin, who served the residents of St
Helier Ward for 18 years. Her lifelong dedication
to young people was recognised with the
posthumous title of Honorary Alderman by the
London Borough of Merton.

Cllr Maxi Martin Young Volunteer
of the Year



At just 13, Callum is already an exceptional role model. He
volunteers every Saturday to support 50 disadvantaged pupils at
Shine Saturday School, offering study help and encouragement
with warmth and dedication. Since age 10, he has given over 225
hours to support more than 150 children. Thoughtful, respectful,
and full of ideas, Callum is a shining example of youth
leadership in action.

Heather has been a valued volunteer at Wimbledon Library for
over two years. After starting with shelving duties for her Duke
of Edinburgh Award, she now leads the popular Saturday
morning Kids Code Club. Her positivity, leadership, and ability to
engage young learners have earned praise from parents and
staff alike. Heather’s commitment provides children with a fun,
welcoming space to grow their coding skills every week.

Cllr Maxi Martin 
Young Volunteer of The Year

Heather Leece

Callum Yusuf

shortlisted nominees

George Elbogen
Over the past 18 months, George has contributed more than
800 hours to the Snuff Mill Children and Young People Hub at
Morden Hall Park. From designing a lasting exhibition on local
history and wildlife to leading school sessions on river
conservation, George’s knowledge, patience, and attention to
detail have been invaluable. 
His work has left a lasting impact, showing just how much
young people can achieve through dedication and passion.



For the past year, Olivia has been a consistent and valued
volunteer at Endeavour’s Autistic Youth Night. Her warmth and
patience have helped young people build confidence, form
friendships, and grow in independence. Olivia’s natural rapport
and dedication have made her a much-loved part of the team
and a positive role model for everyone she supports.

Cllr Maxi Martin 
Young Volunteer of The Year

Olivia Palmer

shortlisted nominees

Louise Simon
Louise has been a dedicated volunteer with Focus Surrey since
2018, giving years of hands-on and behind-the-scenes support
to autistic children at the Saturday club in Merton. Now a
trustee and Behaviour Support Lead by profession, she
continues to give her time weekly leading play sessions,
supporting operations, and championing inclusion. Calm,
creative, and deeply committed, Louise is an outstanding role
model turning advocacy into action.

Saltiya brings warmth, energy, and genuine kindness to every
coffee morning she supports. A student at Merton College, she
goes above and beyond, welcoming guests, serving
refreshments, setting up the space, and sparking meaningful
conversations with attendees of all ages. Her cheerful presence
helps create a friendly, inclusive atmosphere for all.

Saltiya Mubarak



Volunteer Team
of the Year
This award recognises a team of three or
more individuals who have come together to
create positive, lasting change within
Merton.

Through shared commitment, collaboration,
and a strong sense of purpose, they have
made a meaningful impact. Their work
highlights the power of teamwork and the
difference that dedicated groups can make
when they join forces to support others.



Friends of Merton Young Musicians play a vital role in supporting
young talent across the borough. Through year-round
fundraising, concert support, and a weekly café for parents and
students, they help ensure music remains accessible and
inclusive for all. Their dedication enables Merton Music
Foundation to offer a wide range of enriching opportunities for
children and young people.

Volunteer Team
Of The Year

Friends of Merton Young Musicians

At South West London Law Centre, this expert volunteer team
has supported over 200 vulnerable Merton residents in the past
year, providing vital legal advice and crisis support during times
of acute hardship. Trained to navigate complex welfare systems,
they advocate for emergency help, guide clients through
appeals, and offer a listening ear with empathy and
professionalism. Their work goes beyond immediate
interventions, helping restore rights, build resilience, and
uphold dignity for those facing the most challenging
circumstances.

This dedicated team of women has made a lasting impact
across Merton, offering vital support to Somali residents in
housing, health, education, and wellbeing. Through befriending,
language support, cultural activities, and health advocacy, they
uplift isolated individuals, particularly women and newcomers,
and help build a stronger, more connected community.

The Ward Companions are a remarkable team of volunteers
who bring calm, care, and compassion to some of the most
emotionally difficult moments in the lives of patients and
families. Whether sitting with someone at the end of life,
offering a quiet conversation, or simply making a cup of tea,
they provide a vital presence. Always empathetic, non-
judgemental, and deeply human, they give patients space to
share their fears or stories and comfort families when they need
it most.

St. Raphael's Hospice Ward Companions

Somali Community CIC

South West London Law Centre - Morden



Volunteer Manager
of the Year
This award celebrates someone who has made a
real difference through their work with
volunteers.

Whether leading a team or supporting
individuals, they’ve helped others thrive by
creating a welcoming, well-organised, and
rewarding volunteer experience.

From recruitment and induction to ongoing
support, training, and recognition, they’ve shown
genuine dedication to helping people feel valued
and confident in their roles.



Hassan has led MertonVision’s volunteer programme for three
years, growing opportunities by 50% and championing
inclusion at every level. A skilled trainer, he delivers engaging
vision impairment awareness sessions and has introduced
Braille classes alongside a fellow visually impaired volunteer.
Passionate about developing others, Hassan supports volunteers
of all ages and abilities, from students with learning disabilities
to local community partners.

Christine never set out to lead, but when the need arose, she
rose with it. After retiring, she stepped forward to become
Wimbledon Foodbank’s Warehouse Co-ordinator, now
overseeing a team of more than 45 volunteers and managing
the receipt, storage, and distribution of over 50,000 kg of
donations each year. Her leadership, care, and quiet strength
have made a lasting difference to countless families and to
everyone she supports.

Ralph has brought inclusive, thoughtful leadership to volunteer
management at Morden Hall Park. Over the past year, he has
expanded opportunities for volunteers with additional needs,
embedding inclusion into the heart of the café team. Calm and
supportive in a fast-paced setting, Ralph leads by example,
ensuring every volunteer feels welcome, valued, and part of
something meaningful.

Volunteer Manager
OF THE YEAR

Tiernan has transformed the way volunteers are welcomed and
supported, creating a person-centred model that puts people
first. He’s brought in many new volunteers while ensuring each
one receives clear communication, a warm welcome, and the
tools to thrive in their role. His approach has built confidence,
community, and a lasting impact.

Tiernan Routledge - Volunteer Manager

Ralph Richer - Food & Beverage Manager 

Hassan Khan- Volunteer Services Manager

Christine Hall-Warehouse Co-ordinator 

shortlisted nominees



Green  Champion
Volunteer or Team
of the Year
This award recognises individuals or teams who
volunteer to protect and improve the
environment through local, sustainable action.

Whether it’s raising awareness, reducing waste,
supporting community gardens, running food-
sharing networks, or creating with pre-loved
materials, these volunteers lead by example.

Their efforts help create a greener, more
resilient community for all.



Over the past three years, WeRPollards has grown from a small
focus group into a trusted team of community ambassadors.
They’ve led local and school-based campaigns championing the
three R’s: recycling, reuse, and waste reduction. Their dedication
has driven real change, from new bin stickers across the estate
to lasting improvements in waste collection and management.
Through repair cafés, door-to-door education, and bulky waste
collections, they’re driving real progress.

Green Champion
Volunteer or Team of The Year

WeRPollards - Sustainable Merton
Daniella Sarpong, Nana Asare, 
Keziah Usher & Natasha Stanley-Usher

shortlisted nominees

For showing outstanding commitment to protecting and
celebrating the River Wandle through a wide range of
environmental initiatives. Their regular clean-ups have improved
water quality and biodiversity, creating a healthier ecosystem. A
standout effort is their eel monitoring programme, with data
shared with London Zoo to support conservation. Their most
innovative project is a hydroelectric power wheel in Merton,
generating clean energy from the river’s natural flow. Blending
heritage conservation with sustainability, the charity is shaping
a greener future.

Wandle Heritage Charity
Steven Llewellyn, Ronald Newsham &
Vicki Carroll

A passionate and consistent volunteer who has made a lasting
difference at The Small Quarter Community Garden and other
green spaces across Merton. From planting and composting to
building and teaching, she brings energy, care, and knowledge
to everything she does, especially when supporting children
and people with learning differences. Rain or shine, Rosemary
shows up with a smile and a plan.

The Small Quarter Community Garden
Rosemary Rowland



Martin has been instrumental in making the outdoor education
area at Morden Hall Park more sustainable. He replaced
damaged furniture with recycled materials, carefully
documented the process, and trained others to ensure best
practice. Martin also supported young people to create habitats
and install signage encouraging respectful use of the space.
Through his work with the Nature Group and schools, he
promotes conservation and delivers engaging public education,
including specialist spider identification training for staff and
volunteers.

Green Champion
Volunteer or Team of The Year

Martin Frost 
Nature Group and School Visit Volunteer 

shortlisted nominees

Emma has shown outstanding dedication to protecting wildlife
on Mitcham Common through five years of voluntary work with
the Friends of Mitcham Common. She has led citizen science
surveys on hedgehogs, reptiles, and bats, engaging the public
while collecting vital data. 
Emma also founded and runs the Mitcham Hedgehog Project,
which is entirely self-funded and is now nearly crowdfunding for
its second year. She regularly clears litter and debris harmful to
wildlife, shares seasonal photography to raise awareness, and
encourages others to care for the Common.

Emma Onyejekwe
Mitcham Hedgehog Project & 
Friends of Mitcham Common



Sports Club Volunteer
of the Year
In recognition of a volunteer sports
coach who is committed to ensuring
that Merton residents can enjoy the
benefits of sport and physical activity,
giving them the opportunity to feel
more motivated, confident, and
healthy.



Sarah manages all public relations and administration with care
and efficiency, always attentive to the needs of the children and
their parents. She also runs the club’s social media, using it to
encourage children to get active, play sports, and connect with
others. Her dedication behind the scenes ensures everything
runs smoothly. Sarah’s efforts are central to the club’s success,
and her voluntary contribution is truly invaluable.

Sports Club
Volunteer of the Year

A driving force at TM boxing gym for over 10 years, introducing
more than 80 young boxers to the sport. Jane has played a vital
role in engaging young offenders and those affected by knife
crime, giving them a second chance to realise their potential.
She coaches four times a week, has helped win numerous titles,
and has taken boxers to England Boxing level, including two
European champions.

Faye has been a driving force behind the first ParkPlay in
Merton, launched in April 2024.
Since the very first session, she has brought incredible energy
and commitment, helping to grow a welcoming, active
community. Faye is always finding new ways to promote
ParkPlay and encourage others to get involved. Her whole family
supports the sessions, showing up rain or shine to keep the
momentum going. Loved by the families and children who
attend each week, Faye has truly helped ParkPlay thrive.

Providing free youth sessions, adult leagues, and a successful
Holiday Activities & Food camp in Merton, Khalid has created a
safe, family-like space where people of all ages can build
confidence, stay active, and feel they belong. His dedication
extends beyond Merton, donating supplies and sportswear to
Jamaica. SWR isn’t just about basketball; it’s about pride, purpose,
and positive change. Khalid’s vision, energy, and heart have made
a lasting impact in Merton and beyond.

Sarah Pizzamiglio

Jane Herne

Faye Sheehan

Khalid Walker



Volunteer of the Year
This award honours an outstanding
volunteer whose dedication has left a lasting
mark on our community.

Whether through steady, behind-the-scenes
support or by going above and beyond, they
have played a vital role in strengthening local
charitable work. Their time, care, and
commitment have helped build a more
connected, compassionate borough, making
a real difference in the lives of others.



Carmelo has been described as the heart of his volunteer team
and the definition of selflessness. In just two years, he has
become a lifeline to many, befriending isolated individuals,
helping with shopping, gardening, and home visits. He leads a
lunch club with pride and made a borough first by escorting
vision-impaired residents to hospital appointments. Always the
first to arrive and the last to leave, Carmelo quietly steps in when
someone needs extra support.

Clare brings joy, energy, and imagination to her Monday
morning sessions, entertaining 40–50 children and parents with
stories, songs, puppets, and props. Her engaging sessions have
inspired a love of reading in young children and helped parents
reconnect with their local library. Clare also supports the wider
community, promoting events in the local guide and playing a
key role in the grand opening of Motspur Park’s step-free access.

Volunteer of the Year
Carmelo Aquilina

Clare Townsend

Jade Stutely
Jade has been the driving force behind bringing GoodGym to
Merton, helping volunteers run, walk, or cycle to support local
causes.
In just six months, she’s built partnerships across the borough,
led sessions, written reports, and taken part in hands-on tasks;
sometimes helping four organisations in a single day!
Jade’s energy, kindness, and behind-the-scenes dedication have
inspired many. Thanks to her, GoodGym is thriving in Merton
and making a real difference across the community.



Volunteer of the Year

Rosy has shown outstanding dedication, warmth, and energy in
her long-term volunteering with a youth group for young adults
with learning disabilities. 
For seven years, she has been a constant presence, giving up
almost every Thursday evening to help plan, set up, and run
engaging sessions.
Her positivity and humour help create a fun, inclusive
environment where everyone feels welcome and valued.

Rosy Price

Peter has been an outstanding volunteer befriender since 2018,
offering consistent companionship and support to several
people, one of whom he has visited regularly for over six years. 

During the pandemic, he stepped up as part of Merton’s COVID-
19 emergency response, helping with shopping and delivering
care packages to those in need. 
He is known for his reliability, warmth, and willingness to help,
always among the first to respond when extra support is
needed.

Peter Seager



Civic Pride 
Lifetime Legacy Award
This award honours individuals who have
dedicated a significant part of their lives to
volunteering, contributing to one or more local
organisations for at least 20 years.

It recognises those whose long-standing
commitment has created a lasting impact,
offering their time, skills, and care to support
others year after year.

This award celebrates not just the years given, but
the heart and spirit behind a lifetime of service.



Abayeh has shown unwavering dedication to supporting
minority ethnic communities in Merton, helping residents
access services and integrate fully into British society. His
advocacy, particularly with refugees and migrants, was vital
during the COVID-19 pandemic. He promotes cultural
understanding and interfaith relationships through work with
local mosques and organisations, helping to build stronger
community cohesion.

Civic Pride
Lifetime Legacy Award

Afua has been a valued and supportive presence in her school
community for over 20 years. Always professional and
approachable, she brings warmth and dedication to everything
she does, whether supporting pupils, mentoring her Year Group
colleagues, or helping to organise events and fundraisers. Her
kindness, reliability, and willingness to give her time have made
a lasting impact on the school and those around her.

Bill has been an exceptional volunteer at Morden Hall Park for an
incredible 27 years. His dedication to the Ranger Team has helped
protect and improve the park’s meadows, wetlands, and
woodlands for both wildlife and visitors. Bill brings energy, care,
and deep knowledge to every task, contributing to conservation
work that has shaped the park over nearly three decades. His quiet
commitment and hands-on support have enriched the landscape
and inspired those around him.

Abayeh Savage - AECHO

Afua Boaten Busia

In 1995, when council cuts threatened the park’s upkeep, Anne
was one of the first residents to act. She became a trustee in
2000 and began leading Tuesday gardening sessions in 2012.
Since then, she has inspired over 40,000 volunteer hours by
welcoming new members and keeping the team connected.
With summer picnics, Christmas lunches, and post-session pub
visits, Anne helps maintain a loyal group of volunteers who
make a real difference to this treasured local green space.

Anne Peacock

Bill Swinglehurst



Dean has dedicated 25 years to volunteering with Little League,
making a lasting impact across all areas of the organisation. He
has managed teams in multiple age groups, always providing
the support and guidance needed to help young players thrive.
In recent years, Dean has taken on the role of player coordinator,
ensuring every child is matched to the right team and feels part
of the club.

Civic Pride
Lifetime Legacy Award

Carol is a quietly remarkable woman who has devoted much of
her 80 years to helping others. Her volunteering journey spans six
decades, beginning with the Simon Community in her early 20s
and including involvement in the early days of Crisis and
Centrepoint. Carol has fundraised internationally, supported
refugees in Sarajevo, and contributed locally through 15 years at
the FIA Drop-In, the Merton Winter Night Shelter, and Dons Local
Action Group.

Joanna has shown remarkable dedication to Morden Hall Park,
volunteering with the National Trust for over 20 years. She has
been a vital part of the Visitor Experience team, especially
during busy school holidays, supporting with storytelling, crafts,
duck races, and more. Her enthusiasm and kindness have
helped create memorable experiences for children and families
alike. Joanna’s presence brings energy to every event, and her
contribution has become an essential part of what makes their
programming so special.

Dean Bundy

Joanna Ford

Edla is a founding member of BAME VOICE and has served on
its management committee representing West Indian Families
and Friends Association. A retired senior NHS manager, she has
volunteered in many roles over the past 25 years. Her
contributions to forums such as the Dementia Alliance have
brought vital cultural awareness to improve outcomes for Black
patients. Her commitment, patience, and tireless service are a
testament to her dedication.

Edla Rouse

Carol Graves



Civic Pride
Lifetime Legacy Award

Linda has been a dedicated volunteer for over 50 years, supporting
countless organisations and making a lasting difference in her
community. She first began volunteering as a Girl Guide helper
and has continued to give her time ever since. In 2015, she became
a founding trustee of Ashdon Jazz Academy, playing a key role in
recruitment, policy development, governance, training,
fundraising and administration. As we mark her 10th year with the
charity, we also honour the decades of service she has given more
widely. 

Nana is a caring, patient and dedicated individual who has
spent her life supporting children and families. As a teacher, she
was deeply respected by pupils, parents and colleagues, always
striving to help every child achieve their full potential. Since
retiring, she has continued to give her time to the community
through volunteering. Nana has played a key role in setting up
and running Mitcham Youth, the Ghanaian Parents Group, and
mentoring young people in need. Her lifelong commitment to
education and community support makes her a truly inspiring
nominee.

Nana Brenya-Mensa

Nick has been part of The Endeavour Club since the age of 9,
first as a participant and later as a dedicated volunteer. Over the
years, he has given countless hours to supporting children and
young people across Merton. Nick is a positive role model whose
guidance and encouragement have helped many turn their lives
around. His long-standing commitment has made a real
difference and helped shape the next generation of responsible,
confident members of the community.

Nick Skilton

Linda Neal



Civic Pride
Lifetime Legacy Award

Nigel has been a dedicated volunteer for 25 years, managing
teams across Morden Little League’s girls’ divisions and playing a
key role in their development and success. 
For the past six years, he has also served as Vice Chairman,
offering steady leadership and unwavering support to players,
coaches, and fellow volunteers. 
Nigel’s long-standing commitment has made a lasting impact.

Nigel Gray

Nzingha Assata
Nzingha came to the UK from Jamaica in the early 1950s and
built a lifelong career in nursing, while also dedicating decades
to supporting young parents, especially within Merton and
Wandsworth’s BAME communities. In retirement, she continued
as a volunteer empowerment speaker, advocate, and school
mentor. During the COVID-19 pandemic, she delivered food to
those in need, even after recovering from the virus herself. In
2014, she founded Friends of Pollards Hill Youth Centre to keep
services running through funding cuts. Thanks to her leadership,
the centre remains open and now supports over 100 young
people each week.

Pauline Robinson
Pauline has been at the heart of the centre since it opened 42
years ago, giving her time, kindness, and joy to generations of
families. She volunteered with toddler and lunch groups for over
20 years and played a key role in creating a fully inclusive, high-
quality dance school at the centre. Her influence lives on
through her twin daughters, who now lead a thriving freestyle
dance programme for children aged 3 to 18. 
Always warm and welcoming, Pauline’s presence continues to
uplift others and create a lasting sense of belonging in the
community.



OR SCAN HERE

THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF THIS
SPECIAL EVENING

LET’S KEEP CONNECTED

@mertonconnected

SIGN UP TO OUR VOLUNTEERING PLATFORM
VISIT: MERTONCONNECTED.CO.UK/VOLUNTEERS

Share your moments!
tag us
& use #FullOfCivicPride


